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purchqsed eighty acres of land in Banks I'Ownslup
and the care and labor whieh he has bestowed
upon it have made it one of the best farms in the
community. As bis financial resources have in-
creased, he has extended its boundaries from time
to time until he now owns two hundred and eighty-
nine acres under a high state of cultivation. In
1889 he erected a large barn, 100x51 feet.

Mr. and Mrs. Hoepfner are members of the
Lutheran Church in Banks Township, contribute
liberally to its support and sre active workers for
its interests. They have a family of six children
—Ired C.; Mrs. Mary Wittenberg, who resides
near the old home; Mrs. Rosa Schrader, of Bremer
County, Towa; Louisa, Anna and Harriet who are
still under the parental roof. The children have
been provided with good edueational advantages
and Mr. Hoeplner did effective service for the
school interests of the community while serving as
a member of the board. On State and National
topics, be favors the Democrucy but at local elec-
tions votes for the men whom he thinks will best
fill the office. regardless of party. Beginning life
a poor boy, Mr. Hoepfner has worked hLis way
upward step by step until he has reached a posi-
tion of affluence. He has a good home pleasantly
situated near Sumner and his family are held in
high regard in the social world.
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=7 REDERICK TIIORMAN, deccased, a Ger-
= 4 man pioneer farmer of Fayette County, of
" 1855, who in that year located in Jefferson
Tuownship, was born in Lenzen, Prussia, Augnst 10,
1301, His early life passed uneventfully and on
attaining to mature years he was marvied in lis
native land in 1825, to Miss Mary Meyer who was

horn in the same town whercin her husband was,
the date of her birth being April 7, L1808, For
many years after their marriage they continued to
reside in their native land but after twenly-eight
years bade good-by to their old home and crossed
the Atlantic to America in 1853. They at once
came to Towa and first effected a settlement in
Dubuque County, where Mr. Thorman engaged in

Farming until their removal to Jefferson Township,
Fayette County, in 1855. FHere he entered four
handred and eighty acres of wild land which he
improved and cultivated, transforming it inlo a
good farm, while he himself becamec one of the
prominent agriculturists of the township where he
continued to make his home until his death, which
ocecurred August 23, 1885, His wife had died
several years previous, in October, 1878,

Mr. and Mrs. Thorman were consistent members
of the Lutheran Church and were the parents of
the following children, viz: Mary, the eldest, who
became the wife of Gustave Warner and died in
Jefferson Township, several years ago; J. Frederick
who is supposed to reside in Texas; William who
married Augusta Schmidt and is a farmer of Oran
Township, this county; Dora, wife of Frederick
Schwartz Sr., of Jefferson Township; Charles, who
married Minnie Schmidt and follows farming in
Oran Township; Augusta, wife of Fred Zetsch, of
Hazeltown, Buchanan Counly, Towa; August who
wedded Mary Schmidt and is living in Antelope
County, Neb.; Louis who wedded Mary Meyer and
resides in Adams County, lowa; Julius who operates
and occupies the old home farm; .John who mar-
ried Dora Meyer and is a leading farmer of Jeffer-
son Township, his sketch being given elsewhere in
this volume. All of the children ave living except
the eldest.

Mr. Thorman learned the blacksmith’s trade in
the old country and followed it for a time in Ger.
many but after coming to America was engaged
exclusively in farming and stock-raising. In politics
he was a Democrat.  Aun industrious, enterprising
and honest man, he succeeded in acquiring a large
property and helped his children, by liberal gifts,
to start in life for themselves.

p ILLIAM B. POWLELL, manufacturer of
and dealer in boots and shoes in Brush
Creek, is a native of the Empire State, [le

was born in Wayne County, August 15, 1852, and
is the third in a family of six children, numbering
four sons and two danghters, whose parents are




